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Riverside County elections
officials say they will not post
tallies of the votes cast at ind:-
vidual precincts until several
weeks after the June 6 pri-
mary elections, a departure
from state regulations that
hias become common in re-
cent vears, but which
nonetheless provokes dismay

among election watchdogs,

When paper ballots were
used, poll workers would
count them at each of the
hundreds of sites around the
county where voters had
punched them and deposited
them into boxes. The poll
workers would then post each
precinet’s totals at or near the
polling place.

[ won't
Watchaogs decry end of

That changed by 2000,
when Riverside County began
using touch-screen voting ma-
chines in all irs precincts.
Since then, the votes from
each of the thousand-plus ma-
chines around the county
have been sent to a cenral fa-
cility in Riverside where they
aré counted electronically.

State elections law re-

9 POSte

quires each precinct 1o post
prelimmery results on elec
tion night. The law dates from
1901, long before the advent
of touch-screen machines and
even before the advent of the
punch-card systems that
touch-screens replaced.

This week, Riverside Coun:
ty Registrar of Voters Barbara
Dunmore said she will ask the

dat polls

nractice, still required by law

Secretary of State’s office for
& walver exempting the cown
ty from the requirement 1z
the primary, although she eJso
said the county may comply
with the requirement In the
November general election,
Riverside and other cour:
ties that use touch-screens
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have obtained similar watvers
in elections since 2000, San
Bernardino County, which uses

" ouchsereen machmes that are
nearly identical to Riverside
County’, also expects to be ex-
empt from the posting require-
ment niext month, an assistant
to that county’s registrar said
Wednesday.

Officials with the Secretary
of State’s office were not mme-
diately able to say how many
counties statewide will be offi-
cially exempt from the require-
ment, or t0 describe how ex-
emptions are granted,

Privacy, ‘sepurég
compromised?

For some people who mor:
tor the security and accuracy of
elections, the exemption is wor-
risome because they say it cre-
ates an opportunity to fiddle
with the vote tallies. As Jong as
each precinct posts its cwn re-
sults on election night, a cen-
tral tabulation would set off
red flags if error or fraud caus-
es it to depart widely from an
mdependent summation of the
individual precincts’ tallies, the
watchdog groups say.

But posting a tally at each
individual precinct would cre-
ate numerous problems of its
own, including one that could
compromise voters’ privacy,
Dunmore said,

Polling sites next month will
each have about five of the Se-
quoia Edge I touch-screen ma-
chines, Fach of the 587 polling
sites is meant to accommodate:
1,00 voters in the course of

the day. On average, each ma- -

chine might have as many as
200 voters, but that number

could vary widely, elections of. |

ficials say.

- lenges before me.” Dunmore

- Of each individual machine,
- which isn't supposed to share

- I only one voter uses a ma. T ot
chine during the day, an ob. B Malarker);,l Kmteg said.
" erierat the oolls ould k| Thats the o yw%yuloensure
Biow e or she voted after thy | that the central ta] ator C(iln'
machine prints out it totals, | g?gflgg e seslt frqm he
glg?iﬂaﬁl:gl gvcf (angag? iﬁﬁﬁ | Save R Vote, the 3 member
voters, it would be more giffy. || group that Krieg s advising is a

project of the Temecula Valley
chapter of Democracy for
. America, the national Orgaizé:
- tion spawned by the 2004 pres'-
dential candidacy of Howard
Dean, Members of the Jocal

calt but still possible to deter.
mine how any one persop vor-
ed, she said,

“Thave a couple of chal.

said. “One is the posting at the

i inieat 7 have tried to
polls; the other is to mainzain | group say they )
the privacy and confidentiality push Dunmore and'her prgde—
of the votes, I have made  de- - cessur, Mischelle Townsend, to
cison for the greater god” | postprecnct .resglti In the past,

Dunmore said her offica i | Earlier this week, Dunmore

Sent & letter to members of the
 group, offering to discuss ways
' to post the tallies in future

elections. But on Wednesday,

she said it might be difficult;

Of the 587 polling sites, 45 are
.~ private homes; convincing a
resident to let strangers hang

post results of all the races o
its Web site as the counting
progresses 1 the hours after §
paw, when the polls close. De-
taled oo counts — including
each precinet’s tallies —will bo
posted a month later whep
Dunrmore certifies the results,

' ' il 10or 11

she said. But even then, resulys |  utinthe garage un
won't be published for g-llélr-ecgauilg be a tough sell, Dun-
TECINCtS with extremely low - .
gmlout Dunmora said gm-ng . Dunmore said schoo{pnna»
the Sam:‘ipﬂvacyconcerﬁs. pals in Riverside and else-
Election watchdogs demang |  Whete have already expressed

—and the law sugests — that concern to her about hundreds
s h g . . : S
the W of extra adults on campuse
thie Trst count should come oyt { during polling, 1 hundreds
more end up traipsing around

data with the four next 1g it
Poll workers would then be ey,
pected to use caleulators o
Spreadsheet computer DYo-
grams to add up the five ma.
chines’ totals for each of the
dozens of candidates op the 4
ballot. Multiply that times each
of the seventyplus ballots, or
times the 587 polling sites,

Iooking for the posted elections
results, she said, administrators
could begin to deny use of their
schools, which will account for
138 of the 587 polling places
next month,

Elections officials haven’t
recently asked schools in the

Dunmere said, and the resylt i School District to post results

mass chaos and disgruntled or to allow poll workers to &

poll workers, main iater at night, according

to Debra Staylor, the district of.

Malarkey fcial who signs off on such re-

Flaria Krieg an Aguanga ot Quests before foryvarding them

- torey who's advising an elec. 10 principals. At least eight

tions waichdog group in South. ;‘ schoals in the districr wil host
wiest County, disputed he deci. | volls next month, Staylor said,

sion to forgo the posting.

At the Murrieta Velley Uni-
fied School District, where 10
 schools will serve 4 polling

sites June 6, officials said they
WEre unaware of any such ro.
Quests in the Jagt 13 years,
1oughly couble the time that
touchscreens have heey 1sed,
according to Kare Parris, a
spokeswoman for the district,

The way of papsr ballots

1€ Practice of posting each
DYECINCES results seerms to haye

Temecula Valley Unified |

become less common i the
| 19505 As more copntieg
scrapped paper ballots in fhe

Iy

fist half of the gyrrent decade

Own Tesults, remaing alongside
Several requirements that ap.
peared to refer to procedures
for using and emptying the
thousand-pound mechanical
votng machines that were com-
mon in the 19305 and 196(s,

“There are a lot of require-
ments that are murky at this
pomnt or have not been ep-
forced for whatever reason,”
Alexander said, “There was
this attitude that the same
rules didn’t apply, even though
the same problerns needed to
be addressed”

One of those challenges,
Alexander said, is ensuring

the Jast of them di away with
mg bractice, electinng EXperts
said, '

But in the Jagt Year, more

watchdog STOUDS are demand.

1ng that the Dractice be re.
Sumed, said Kip Alexander
President of the Califormia Ve,
er F_oundation, 0ne such ngp.
Proit grogp,

Respoading 10 develgp.
ments iy technology, the Cali
orma Legislanyre performed
TESSIYe Overhauls of he State’s
H1econs code 1y 100 and

9. But Section 19384 of the
state electiong code, which re.
, quires each praciper ¢, past 1ts.
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that votes don’t disappear en
Toute to or inside the central
tabulator. A new Jaw Tequires
each touch-screen voting ma-
chine to print a paper reqord of
avoter’s choices that he or she
can check before leaving the
poll. That's a good but imper-
fect safeguard, Alexander said

“In the meantime, there’s ng
reason 1ot to follow the exist.
Ing statute,” she said,
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